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Come ... 
Join us for Summer Worship  

at Spirit of Hope,  

Come! 

Itôs hot outside, and you may be tempted to just hibernate until things cool off! We hope you will choose 

to brave the heat and join us each Sunday as we explore the wonderful life that can be ours as followers of 

Jesus. Weôll explore Bible stories that invite us to a new way of life; that promise healing and acceptance 

and relief and rest; that invite us to trust our hearts and lives to this One who loves us so completely and 

gave Himself for our sake. We promise to have the sanctuary nice and cool and have great refreshments 

and singing and wonderful music in the company of warm and welcoming friends. Plan to be here, and 

bring a friend or neighbor or family member who might need a word of hope and healing and possibility. 
 
August 1 Come Follow Me 
 Mark 10:17-22 The Rich Man  
 
August 8 Come and See 
 John 1:35-42  What are you looking for?  
 
August 15 Come for Healing 
 Matthew 8:5-13   Healing of the soldiers slave 
 
August 22  Come When You're Lost 
 Luke 19:1-10 Zaccheus 
 
August 29 Come for Acceptance 
 Mark 10:14  Let the children come to me  
 
September 5  Come for Relief and Rest 
 Matthew 11:28 Come to all who are weary and I will give you rest  



A Note From  Pastor Deborah 

As I begin my second month as pastor at Spirit of 

Hope I find myself looking around in amazement 

and awe. In many churches things slow down in the 

summer. Worship attendance is low; projects are  

delayed until the hot weather eases; office hours are 

shortened, and everyone takes a rest from committee 

meetings and commitments. 

 This does not seem to be the case with Spirit of 

Hope! Since I arrived just a few weeks ago, a       

gorgeous baby grand piano has been anonymously 

donated to the church, enriching and blessing our 

Sunday morning experience. Another anonymous 

donor from the Montessori school has given money 

for new carpeting for the Rainbow and Butterfly 

rooms, which will probably be installed by the time 

you read this newsletter.  

 One weekday I watched a big truck drive in to 

the back lot and deliver fence posts; the following 

Saturday (which was VERY HOT!) by the time I fin-

ished my morning commitments away and reached 

the church there was a new fence standing along the 

east wall of the prayer garden. It seems every time I 

look out the back way there is another improvement:  

another plant in place; another place to sit; another 

space beautified.   

 I was privileged to witness the awesome Fiesta 

Vacation Bible School, staffed by loving, faithful 

folks who spent five long, WARM evenings sharing 

Jesusô love with 18 children, mostly from the 

neighborhood.   

 I started a new Saturday morning Bible study and 

have been stunned at the turnout and the fruit of our 

first few meetings. We have gathered in homes to get 

to know each other and learned wonderful things 

about the faith journeys of the good folks of this 

church. And on July 18 when I got my first real look 

at the parking lot on Sunday morning it seemed to be 

almost full. 

 Whew! But I failed to mention a few things: the 

many projects underway to bless the world through 

outreach and the quilt to be tied with prayer and 

blessed and given; the prayer shawls made to bless 

someone in a time of hardship; the many folks who 

come by day after day to quietly arrange and clean 

and prepare and rehearse and bless, the committees 

and teams gathering to make plans and ensure that 

the business of the church is done in good time and 

with good spirit and for the good of all. I could go on 

and on. 

 What an awesome church! If you havenôt noticed 

all that God is doing in us and through us and with us 

to bring hope to the world, I invite you to look 

around, and be thankful, as I am thankful, to be a 

part of it. 

 

Gracious God 

Author of all possibility and hope 

Help us to breathe your 

Spirit of Hope 

Into the world 

For the sake of our Lord Jesus. 

We pray in His name. 

Amen 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

~ Pastor Deborah 

May God Bless You to an anonymous donorñwe now have 
shade that wraps around the building on two sides 

New Adult Sunday School Class: 
ñIf You Want to Walk on Water Youôve Got 
to Get Out of the Boatò 
Walking on water means facing your fears and 
choosing not to let fear have the last word. It 
means discovering and embracing the unique    
calling of God on your life. It means experiencing 
the power of God to accomplish what you would 
not be capable to doing on your own. 
 
If that sounds interesting or helpful, join us for 
John Ortbergôs six-week video-based exploration 
beginning Sunday July 18. Bring a friend. 



Where kids were fired up about Jesus ...  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Trustees on  
Hospitality  
Table 

 
Yes SoHL Patrol 
 
 

2 
Missions 
6 p.m. 

3 
Education 
4:30 p.m. 

4 
 

5 
Trustees, 7 p.m. 

6 7 
Life Changing 
Bible Study,  
8:30 a.m. 

8 
Yes SoHL Patrol 
 
Membership 
Luncheon 
11:45 

9 10 
Worship, 7 p.m. 
 
 

11 12 13 14 
Life Changing 
Bible Study,  
8:30 a.m. 

15  
Brown Bag 
Prayer Com. 
11:45 a.m. 
 
NO SoHL Patrol 
 
Membership 
 Sunday 

16 
Finance Meeting 
5:45 p.m. 

17 
 

18 
Celebration Choir 
Rehearsal, 
7 p.m. 

19 
Membership  
Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Quilt, 7 pm 

20 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 
Life Changing 
Bible Study,  
8:30 a.m. 

22 
Membership  
Potluck 
11:45 a.m. 
 
Yes SoHL Patrol 

23 24 
Montessori School 
Night, 6-8 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

25 
Celebration Choir 
Rehearsal, 
7 p.m. 

26 
Ad Council 
7 p.m. 
 
Quilt, 7 pm 

27 28 
SoH All-Church 
Workday 
7:30 a.m. 
 
Life Changing 
Bible Study,  
8:30 a.m. 

29 
 
Yes SoHL Patrol 

30 31     
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October 23, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

All proceeds to benefit the  
Spirit of Hope Missions Fund. 

 
If you wish to donate good used rummage,  

Silent Auction or Craft Items, 
please contact Ruth E. 

at 623-979-0080. Thank you.  
 

14403 N. 75th Avenue * Peoria, AZ 85381 
 

Mark Your Calendars ...  



Thank You Spirit of Hope ... 
I'm Pastor Don Benton of the First United 

Methodist Church of Eloy, AZ. One of our big 

mission projects of the church for the commu-

nity is our Lord's Pantry food bank that delivers 

over 175 boxes a month of food to anyone with 

a need. It has been able to handle the influx of 

people from serving 30 boxes to 200 in just over 

two years because of the generous donation 

from our neighbors and friends in the area. This 

Summer has caught us a little short in providing 

this much needed service to Eloy but your dona-

tion of both the canned, non-perishable food as 

well as the fresh vegetables will go. far in this 

purpose. Your response to our need will go far 

to serving the hungry and poor in Eloy. 

 

May Godôs blessings be upon you. 

~ Don Benton, Pastor 

 

Focused 
Prayer 
August 
ô10 

 

In the beginning, God created heaven and 

earth.   ~Genesis 1:1 

 

In the beginning of Spirit of Hope United 

Methodist Church, God called His people   to 

understand the living core of Christian faith 

that is revealed in the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. 

 

Do we read the Scripture daily? 

Do we illumine  our traditions? 

Are we vivified  in personal experience? 

And do we confirm our beliefs by reason? 

 

Please pray daily that we keep our faith in 

Godôs promise to us to be the person we are 

called to be. Pray for our Pastor Deborah and 

all the people of Spirit of Hope. 

 
Newcomers Luncheon,  

Sunday, August 15, at 11:45 a.m.  
New to Spirit of Hope?  

Have a question about Methodism  
or UMCs church? 

Thinking of joining?  
Join us for an informal,   

information lunch. 
RSVP by August 5 to the office. 

Thank you to Paul and Mary S., Meg H., the 

VBS parents, Jan G., Lynn P., Debbie and 

Jim B., Ruth V. Eireann and Breanden N. 

and all who donated. Thanks to all those that 

made this VBS a great success! 

                                          ~ Ann S. 

Communion Added to 10:30 Service  
Beginning in August we will start a six month 
trial period in which communion will be offered 
in the 10:30 Sunday Service. This will provide 
an opportunity for us to draw closer to our spiri-
tual roots. Our founding father, John Wesley,        
believed Communion was a means of grace      
(a way our spirits are shaped so that we become 
more like Jesus) and recommended that every-
one receive it at least once a week, or even more 
often if possible. It is always a great blessing    
to gather around the table of our Lord and        
encounter His living presence in our worship, as 
we remember the story of His love and sacrifice. 
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Ministers .............................................. All Members 

Resident Bishop ............................. Minerva Carcaño 

District Superintendent ....................... Gary Kennedy 

Pastor ........................................ Rev. Deborah Lerner 

Music Director ..................................... Gerrit Boglio 

Pianist ................................................ Christine Kyhn 

Admin. Secretary .................................. Jan Harrison 

Nursery ééééééééééééé  Susan Star 

 

 

 

  
 

Spirit of Hope UMC 
 

Sunday School for All, 9 a.m. 
Classic Service, 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 

 

Prayers Needed 

Ann 

Avrie 

Loretta B. 

Ruth B. 

Brook 

Cody 

Bill 

* Family of Alexander C. 

Bob C. 

Donna 

Dustin & Paul G. 

Helen Goebelt 

ñFamily of David G.  

Hunter 

Ray H. 

John 

Judy and Jerry 

Mike & Kasey 

Kitty K. 

Lauren 

Ron & BJ 

Ginger S. 

Andy W. 

Leslie W. 

Young family getting divorce 

 
 
 

 

 

 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries  
 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

9 Trish C. 

12 Lori P. 

19 Annette B. 

19 Christine F. 

22 Michelle F. 

22 Audrey G. 

23 Patsy L. 

24 Macmil P. 

26 Meg S. 

27       Cris Mc. 

27 Ruth V. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

 

13 Ron & Barbara B. 
 

If we have inadvertently missed your birthday or  

anniversary, please call 623-979-0080, or email  

jan.spiritofhopeumc@yahoo.com 

 

 

Armed Forces:  
Armed Forces:     
Michael Alberti 
Brandon Bolt 
Evan Born 
Shane Brown  
Joe Busick  
Thomas Casali 
Bobby Diprato  
Matt Drew 
Greg Faust  
Randy Ferber  
Aaron Gloth 
Dustin Gobel 
Paul Gobel 
Rachel Huerta 
Chad Jochum 
Josh Kanea Kalau  
Cory Kenfield 
Ray King  
Mathew Kitchen 
Hunter Levine 
JT McGraw 
Becky McKnight 
Elizabeth Morales 
Jonathon Moreno 
Tim Nellessen     
Eric Nelson 
Brian Osborn  
Amber Park  
Chris Parkison 
Richard Peoples 
Eddie Raimo  
John Reynoso 
John Roswell 
Brian Schatz 
Charles Schneider 
Rick Scrivens   
Brandon Smith 
Brian Snook  
Joel Stefl 
Robert Sterner   
Ray Sullivan 
Denise Tabary 
Neufanq Tsosie 
Vanessa Uber 
Gilbert Valle 
Randall Vink  
Benjamin Williams   
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of 
Hope 
UMC 

Mission Corner 
Our July food collection turned out great. As of July 19, we had donated 258 items to the Food Pantry 

(foods, clothing, hygiene products, and reading material). In August, weôll honor another most valuable 

member of our church family. He is responsible for everything we are and have. Of course itôs Jesus 

Christ. So letôs thank him by filling that grocery cart with óJô and óCô foods.  

 Nurse Needs collection must be stepped up in order to get the things to our chosen nurse before school 

starts. God always needs and is grateful for our help in His work. 

 Foot Mission: Our visits have been very rewarding. July 26 will be the last one this month. We meet at 

Ruthôs and leave at 8:30 AM. The scheduled times for August are as follows: 

Mondays, August 9 and 23.  We leave from Ruthôs at 8:30 sharp. 

Saturday, August 14 will be our first event with Dr. Page, the podiatrist, and his students. We will leave 

from Ruthôs at 8 AM sharp. This one will be a longer session. Dr. Page has agreed to a  9-12 time frame 

and we are so blessed to have him and his students working with us. Also, thank you to John Burdick for 

putting us in touch with Dr. Page. This is such a good example of how much more we can do when we all 

give a little if whatever talents and resources we have. We welcome and need more help. Talk to a mission 

member and sign up on the schedule sheet on the mission table.   

  Outside Resources: Have you invited your neighbors and coworkers to participate in our missions?      

I find that so many are eager to help but donôt where to help out. Please think about it. 

 We have some really exciting things planned for fall and pre-Christmas. So keep reading our announce-

ments in the Sunday bulletins and the Visionary. God is such a presence in our work and we are so grateful 

for the opportunity to serve Him. He really is our BFF! 

 Love and blessings from Ruth and the Mission Committee. 

J&C 


